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Agenda Number:  2 Section Name: {{section.name}} File ID: {{item.tracking_number}}

TO: City Council

FROM: Drew Corbett, City Manager

PREPARED BY: Public Works Department

MEETING DATE: February 16, 2021 

SUBJECT:
Ordinance Adoption – Temporary Storage Containers in the Public Right-of-Way and Comprehensive Fee Schedule 
Amendment

RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt an Ordinance to amend Municipal Code Chapter 17.08.020 “Placing Certain Objects in the Public Right-of-Way” to 
permit temporary storage containers in the public right-of-way and adopt a Resolution to amend the Adopted 2020-21 
Comprehensive Fee Schedule for the Temporary Storage Container Encroachment Permit Fee.

BACKGROUND:
Storage containers, or portable on demand storage (pods), are enclosed containers used to temporarily store household 
items for moving. City staff have received an increasing number of requests from residents to place a temporary storage 
container on-street in front of their residence as part of their moving process. Many of the requests received are from 
residents who live in multi-family housing or have insufficient driveways and do not have the option of placing the storage 
container on private property. 

On January 19, 2021, staff introduced an ordinance to the City Council to amend Municipal Code Section 17.08.020 to 
permit temporary storage containers in the public right-of-way for a maximum term of fourteen days. The proposed 
modification allows storage containers to be placed in the right-of-way for seven days with an approved encroachment 
permit, and up to seven additional days with an approved permit renewal. The City Council did not request any changes to 
the proposed ordinance. If approved, the ordinance will take effect in thirty days.

Staff introduced a new encroachment permit fee and renewal fee for temporary storage containers to the City Council at 
the January 19, 2021 meeting for feedback. Staff proposes a permit fee of $160 with a $350 deposit to recover expected 
staff time and encourage the permittee to remove the storage container within the allotted timeframe. The proposed 
permit renewal fee is $10 per container per day. A fee waiver is included for low-income households.

Accordingly, staff proposes the following action associated with the Temporary Storage Container Fee:

1) Amend the 2020-21 Comprehensive Fee Schedule to include a non-refundable $160 permit fee (‘Temporary 
Storage Containers’) and a $350 deposit refundable when the storage container is removed from the public right-
of-way

If approved, the attached resolution will add the $160 permit fee to the City’s current 2020-21 Comprehensive Fee 
Schedule. Once adopted, the modifications to the Comprehensive Fee Schedule will take effect immediately.

BUDGET IMPACT:
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The recommended encroachment permit fee for temporary storage containers will not have a significant impact on the 
Department’s budgeted revenue. The permit fee covers staff time and does not generate net revenue.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION:
In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), adoption of this Ordinance is not a project subject to CEQA in 
that it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the amendments will cause a significant impact to the 
environment, because the impact is expected to be similar to currently allowed encroachments such as debris boxes.

NOTICE PROVIDED
All meeting noticing requirements were met.

ATTACHMENTS
Att 1 – Ordinance
Att 2 – Proposed Resolution
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