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Agenda Number:  {{item.number}} Section Name: {{section.name}} File ID: {{item.tracking_number}}

TO: City Council

FROM: Drew Corbett, City Manager

PREPARED BY: City Manager's Office

MEETING DATE: June 15, 2020 

SUBJECT:
Emergency Ordinance – Suspension of Minimum Parking Requirements and Direction on Outdoor Dining Options

RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt an Emergency Ordinance to impose a moratorium on enforcement of minimum space requirements for private 
shopping center and restaurant parking lots to allow for the use of parking spaces for outdoor dining during the COVID-19 
public health emergency and provide direction to staff on the implementation of outdoor dining options in the public 
right-of-way. 

BACKGROUND:
Restaurants are one of the many economic sectors impacted by the global pandemic, COVID-19. They are suffering from a 
tremendous loss of revenue due to the inability to retain clientele amidst shelter-in-place and social distancing regulations. 
According to the business outreach calls conducted by staff, restaurants in the City of San Mateo are seeing reductions of 
over 70% of their revenue as a result of the shelter-in-place orders. The City Council stated an interest in wanting to help 
create solutions to assist restaurants during this economically challenging time. 

The County Health Order was recently amended on June 6, 2020 to allow restaurants to open for outdoor dining only. In 
addition, it is likely that when indoor dining is allowed, the seating capacity will be greatly reduced. The City Council is 
exploring ways to allow restaurants to offer outdoor dining during this time to assist them with serving patrons. 

Emergency Ordinance Allowing Outdoor Dining on Private Property
A strategy to expand the potential seating capacity, while meeting the social distancing requirements, is to allow 
restaurants that are located in shopping centers, strip malls, or stand-alone commercial parcels to provide outdoor dining 
in their respective private parking lots. However, the San Mateo Municipal Code 27.64.160 Sections 2, 9(c), 9(f), as well as 
planning application Conditions of Approval, require minimum parking standards, which may prohibit or severely limit this 
activity.

Staff recommends adoption of an emergency ordinance to suspend the minimum parking space requirements for these 
lots to provide the option for the private property owners of these locations to allow their restaurant tenants to use 
parking spaces to expand outdoor dining. Staff will develop guidelines to help govern the use of these private parking 
spaces to ensure that handicapped parking spaces, ADA access, adequate parking supply and other key considerations are 
provided for. This ordinance will be in effect for a maximum of 90 days but may be extended beyond that time frame by 
further action of the City Council. 

Outdoor Dining Options in the Public Right-of-Way
At the June 15th meeting, staff will present an update on work to date on providing expanded outdoor dining options for 
restaurants, including allowances for sidewalk dining and the creation of outdoor dining areas in on-street parking spaces. 
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Additionally, staff will seek additional direction from City Council on possibilities for full-street closures in the Downtown.

BUDGET IMPACT:
There is no anticipated budget impact for the emergency ordinance. The cost of providing outside dining areas in the 
public right-of-way is anticipated to cost between $20,000 to $30,000 for barricades and insurance coverage. In addition, 
there will be loss of parking revenue for the on-street parking spaces used for outdoor dining.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION:
In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15304(e), adoption of this ordinance is categorically exempt from CEQA, 
because it results in a minor, temporary alteration in the use of land which will have no permanent effect on the 
environment.  

NOTICE PROVIDED
All meeting noticing requirements were met.

ATTACHMENTS
Att 1 – Emergency Ordinance
Att 2 – Public Comment

STAFF CONTACT
Denise Garcia, Management Fellow
dgarcia@cityofsanmateo.org
(650) 522-7003


