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City Hall
330 W. 20th Avenue
San Mateo CA 94403

www.cityofsanmateo.org

Agenda Number:  15 Section Name: {{section.name}} File ID: {{item.tracking_number}}

TO: City Council

FROM: Drew Corbett, City Manager

PREPARED BY: City Manager's Department

MEETING DATE: April 06, 2020 

SUBJECT:
COVID-19 Update

RECOMMENDATION:
Receive update on operational impacts and other City efforts related to COVID-19 and confirm rules and regulations issued 
by the City Manager acting as the Director of Emergency Services in response to declared emergency. 

BACKGROUND:
On March 4, 2020, the Governor proclaimed a state of emergency in response to the outbreak of respiratory illness due to 
a novel coronavirus now referred to as COVID-19. As a consequence of this proclamation the City Manager, acting as the 
City’s Director of Emergency Services, was authorized to make and issue rules and regulations on matters reasonably 
related to the protection of life and property as affected by such emergency. 

On March 16th, 2020, the County of San Mateo Health Officer issued an order to "shelter in place", effective March 17, 
2020 at 12:01 am. This order, amongst other things, ceased non-essential activities in the County in an effort to mitigate 
the impacts of COVID-19. Essential City operations like police, fire, and wastewater treatment services, as well as the 
maintenance of critical infrastructure, are continuing to be provided. Other City services are being provided on a limited 
basis in conjunction with the Health Officer’s order or to administer City operations. 

On March 16th at 3:00 p.m., the City Manager, in his role as Director of Emergency Services, officially opened the 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in response to this health crisis. The EOC is currently in operation and is expected to 
continue to be operational for the foreseeable future. At the March 16th City Council meeting, the Council declared a local 
health emergency. In addition to positioning the City for potential mutual aid and cost recovery opportunities, the 
emergency proclamation also provides the City Manager broader authority to be able to expeditiously address issues 
related to the emergency. With that said, actions taken by the City Manager outside of the general authority of the duties 
provided for in the City Charter are subject to confirmation by Council as soon as practicable. 

On March 23rd and March 30th, the City Manager provided an update on the operational impact of COVID-19 and the 
actions that were taken under the authority of the emergency proclamation. The City Council provided confirmation of the 
actions the City Manager has taken to date. 

On March 31st, the County Health Officer issued a revised order extending the March 16th order through May 3rd. The 
revised order is more restrictive than the initial order and provides clearer direction on permitted and non-permitted 
activities. At the April 6th meeting, Council will be provided an update on changes to the order that impact City operations. 
Additionally, the City Manager seeks Council confirmation of the additional actions taken in response to the shelter in 
place order. A detailed description of the additional emergency actions requiring Council confirmation will be presented at 
the Council meeting.
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BUDGET IMPACT:
There is no budget impact for receiving this informational report.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION:
This informational report is not a project subject to CEQA, because it is an organizational or administrative activity that will 
not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment. (CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(b)(5).)

NOTICE PROVIDED
All meeting noticing requirements were met.

ATTACHMENTS
None

STAFF CONTACT
Drew Corbett, City Manager 
dcorbett@cityofsanmateo.org 
(650) 522-7002


