From: >

Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2020 7:02 AM

To: Patrice Olds <polds@cityofsanmateo.org>; Shawn Mason <smason@cityofsanmateo.org>
Cc: sgallagher@smcgov.org

Subject: Concern of Presumed-Perceived Violation of Brown Act

TO: San Mateo City Clerk, Ms. Patrice Olds
San Mateo City Attorney, Mr. Shawn Mason
CC: San Mateo County District Attorney’s Office, Shawn Gallagher

| respectfully submit the attached letter of concern of a presumed and perceived violation of a central
provision of the Ralph M. Brown Act by the San Mateo City Council on December 9, 2020.

The details of my concern are presented in the attached letter as follows:

e Overview of Concern

e Reference to the Brown Act

e Chronology of Known Events (Supported by Attachments1-11)

e Concern About a Presumed-Perceived Brown Act Violation and Remedy Options
e Attachments 1-11

Respectfully,
Taso Zografos


mailto:polds@cityofsanmateo.org
mailto:smason@cityofsanmateo.org
mailto:sgallagher@smcgov.org

ZOGRAFOS

December 22, 2020

TO:  City of San Mateo
330 West 20" Street, San Mateo CA 94403
ATTN: City Clerk, Ms. Patrice Olds, polds@cityofsanmateo.org, 650-522-7042
City Attorney, Mr. Shawn Mason, smason@cityofsanmateo.org, 650-522-7020

FR:  Taso Zografos, I
|

CC: San Mateo County District Attorney’s Office; Shawn Gallagher, sgallagher@smcgov.org

RE Concern of Presumed-Perceived Violation of Brown Act

REF: Attachments 1-11

This letter is to call your attention to my concern of a perceived and presumed violation of a central
provision of the Ralph M. Brown Act by the San Mateo City Council on December 9, 2020.

The details of my concern are presented herein as follows:

Overview of Concern

Reference to the Brown Act

Chronology of Known Events (Supported by Attachments1-11)

Concern About a Presumed-Perceived Brown Act Violation and Remedy Options
Attachments 1-11

Overview of Concern
My concern of a presumed and perceived Brown Act violation is summarized as follows:

a) Ina (virtual) meeting held by the Housing Leadership Council (HLC) on December 9, 2020, it was
publicly advertised that a majority of the San Mateo City Council (City Mayor Joe Geothals and City
Councilmembers Rick Bonilla and Amourence Lee) would attend and be featured for their views on
matters concerning housing policy in the jurisdiction City of San Mateo.

b) It has been reported that the majority of members of the City Council in attendance openly expressed
their comments, opinions, views, plans, and/or provided guidance concerning the City’s housing
policy and efforts and strategies for updating and finalizing the City’s General Plan.

c) As discussions took place concerning business and policy affecting the jurisdiction City of San
Mateo, and that given a majority of the City Council listened to and participated in those discussions
at this above referenced meeting, | contend that failure to produce and disclose a full complement of
any-all notes/recordings/data from that meeting for public awareness and transparency constitutes a
violation of the Brown Act.

d) To remedy, | request that the City make available to the public a full complement of any-all meeting
notes/recordings/data from that Dec. 9" HLC meeting that featured and included the participation of a
majority of the City Council. Failure to produce and make available any-all information for public
consumption of this perceived and presumed violation of the Brown Act may have a damaging impact
on the public’s trust of the City Council.

Page 1|16


mailto:polds@cityofsanmateo.org
mailto:smason@cityofsanmateo.org
mailto:sgallagher@smcgov.org

Zografos 21DEC2020 Letter to the City of San Mateo; Cont.

Reference to the Brown Act

The central provision of the Brown Act requires that all “meetings” of a legislative body be open and
public. The Brown Act definition of the term “meeting” (Section 54952.2) is a very broad definition that
encompasses almost every gathering of a majority of Council members and includes:

“Any congregation of a majority of members of a legislative body at the same time and place to
hear, discuss, or deliberate upon any item that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the
legislative body or the local agency to which it pertains.”

This means that a meeting is any gathering of a majority of members to hear or discuss any item of city
business or potential city business.

Under the Brown Act, the terms “Meeting” and “Deliberation” are defined as follows:

A “Meeting ” means “any congregation of a majority of the member of a legislative body at the same time
and location, including teleconference locations, to hear, discuss, deliberate, or take action on any item
that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body.” Cal. Gov't Code § 54952.2 (West
2016). “Deliberation” refers to not only collective decision-making, but also the collective acquisition
and exchange of facts preliminary to the ultimate decision. Page v. Mira Costa Cmty. Coll. Dist., 180
Cal. App. 4th 471, 502 (2009). The California Supreme Court has stated that deliberative action includes
a “collective decision-making process” and “deliberative gathering. ” Roberts v. City of Palmdale, 5 Cal.
4th 363, 376 (1993), quoting Sacramento Newspaper Guild, 263 Cal. App. 2d, 47, 48 (1968). It also
includes “informal sessions at which a legislative body commits itself collectively to a particular future
decision concerning the public business. ” Roberts, 5 Cal. 4th at 376, quoting Stockton Newspapers, Inc.
v. Redevelopment Agency, 171 Cal. App. 3d 95,102 (1985).

There are six specific types of gatherings that are not subject to the Brown Act, as follows:
1) the individual contact exception,
2) the seminar and conference exception,
3) the community meeting exception,
4) the other legislative body exception,
5) the social or ceremonial occasion exception, and
6) the standing committee exception.

Unless a gathering of a majority of members falls within at least one of the exceptions listed above, if a
majority of members are in the same room and minimally only listening to a discussion of matters
concerning city business, then they will be participating in a Brown Act meeting that requires notice, an
agenda, and a period for public comment.

One might contend that the HLC Decompression Event held on December 9, 2020 could be categorized
as a private gathering event where either the “Community Meeting Exception” or the “Social or
Ceremonial Occasion Exception” might apply. The Brown Act requirements do not apply to attendance
by a majority of members at a community meeting event, provided that the meeting is fully open to the
public and attendance is not restricted, or at a purely social or ceremonial occasion, provided that a
majority of members do not deliberate or discuss matters of public business (Section 54942.2(c)(5)).

These are key points of my concern. | believe that the majority of the City Council members in
attendance did discuss matters of public business, specifically about the City’s housing policy and the
General Plan — and that the public, myself for example, was restricted from attending and participating.
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Chronology of Known Events (Supported by Attachments 1-11)

The following is a chronology of known events supported by Attachments 1-11. What is not included
herein below are any other written statements, notes, observations by individuals who attended and
participated in the HLC December 9, 2020 Zoom Webinar or other pertinent/relevant data/information.

EVENT DATE & | EVENT

ATTACHED REF. | DESCRIPTION
Nov. 27, 2020 I received an email invitation about an on-line virtual webinar event sponsored by
(Attachment 1) | the Housing Leadership Council (HLC) planned for Dec. 9, 2020 that was to feature
then still City Mayor Joe Geothals and City Councilmembers Rick Bonilla and
Amourence Lee (a majority of the City Council). | proceeded to register online.

Nov. 29, 2020 I completed the online registration form and properly submitted my registration for
(Attachment 2) this Dec. 9 HLC virtual webinar event.

Nov. 29, 2020 I received a verification reply that my registration was accepted and confirmed to
(Attachment 3) | participate in the planned event, providing me my Zoom link to grant me access.
Dec. 2, 2020 I completed and submitted my application to join as an Advocate member of the

(Attachment 4) HLC which included a $75 contribution fee that was processed, and subsequently
received a new member welcoming acceptance letter from HLC Ms. Vivian Le.

Dec. 4, 2020 A social media public posting invitation for the HLC Dec 9 Virtual Zoom Webinar
(Attachment 5) Event --- seemingly open to the public invitation to register to attend-participate.
Dec. 4, 2020 I received an email from HLC Director Ms. Leora Tanjuatco Ross as a courtesy

(Attachment 6) | reminder of the upcoming Zoom webinar event featuring Mayor Joe Geothals, and
Councilmembers Rick Bonilla and Amourence Lee.

Dec. 5, 2020 The HLC Facebook page had a public posting announcement that advertised the
(Attachment 7) upcoming Dec. 9 meeting with a public link for attendance registration. | was
already registered and confirmed with provided access link to attend-participate.

Dec. 5, 2020 Another social media public posting invitation for the HLC Dec 9 Virtual Zoom
(Attachment 8) | Webinar Event --- seemingly open to the public invitation to register to attend-
participate. This one specifically notes that City Mayor Joe Geothals and City
Councilmembers Rick Bonilla and Amourence Lee (a majority of the City Council)
will attend and speak at the event.

Dec 8, 2020 On the afternoon of Dec. 8, the day prior to the Zoom webinar event, | received an
(Attachment 9) email stating that my registration had been cancelled. 1 tried to contact the HLC
office and received no reply.

Dec. 9, 2020 At the start time of the Dec. 9 Zoom webinar, | was able to use the link originally
(Attachment 10) | provided to me to access the session for a moment, and then it appears | was placed
into a “waiting room” pending host approval to access. While I was waiting to be let
into the session, | saw a posting by a Mr. John Tastor saying that over 70 people
were in attendance that included elected officials and showed a screen shot that
included Mayor Joe Geothals and Councilmember Rick Bonilla. | tried to message
the host of the Zoom webinar to gain access and got no response.

Dec. 14, 2020 After hearing that there was indeed a majority of the City Council in attendance at
(Attachment 11) | the HLC Dec 9 Zoom webinar meeting and that there was discussion and
deliberations about the City’s housing policy and also about the City’s General Plan
and processes going forward, I sent an email reply to HLC Ms. Vivian Le’s original
Dec. 2 new member welcome email and acceptance letter (ref. Attachment 4) to get
an answer as to why I was “cancelled” from participating in the HLC Dec 9 Zoom
webinar. She replied apologizing and | followed with a request for more information
and have not yet received any explanation or further response from the HLC.
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Concern About a Presumed-Perceived Brown Act Violation and Remedy Options
The information | provide herein are artifacts and notes for which I have available to present at this time.

I am currently in the process of collecting additional data and information through independent third-party
discussions, private interviews, and note gathering exercises that include a possible collection of
screenshots of materials presented at the HLC Dec. 9 Zoom webinar event.

I do believe that what | have presented herein thus far is sufficient to justify my concern of a presumed or
perceived (and possible actual) violation of the Brown Act by the San Mateo City Council.

I believe a majority of the City Council members who participated in the HLC Dec. 9 Zoom webinar
event did freely express their comments, opinions, views, plans, and/or provided guidance concerning the
City’s housing policy and/or efforts and strategies for updating and finalizing the City’s General Plan.

While this HLC Dec. 9 Zoom webinar was advertised publicly, | contend that attendance was restricted.
My registration to participate in this publicly noticed event was “Cancelled” by the HLC on Dec. 8, 2020.

I also contend that a failure to produce and disclose a full complement of any-all notes, recordings, data
from that meeting for public awareness and transparency constitutes a violation of the Brown Act.

Moreover, a failure to produce and make available any-all info for public consumption of this presumed-
perceived Brown Act violation may have a damaging impact on the public’s trust of the City Council and
further may be perceived as evidence of complicity.

If there were indeed actual violations, the public deserves transparency regardless of the consequences.

I respectfully request that the recording of the meeting in question be released for public review for the
benefit of all San Mateo residents.

Respectfully,

P~

Taso Zografos

Following Reference Material: Attachments 1-11
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Nov. 27, 2020

* Dec. 9, 20202 Event invitation email sent out by HLC

ATTACHMENT #1

+ Specifically states/identifies three (3) San Mateo City Councilmembers

will be in attendance (3 out of 5 constitutes a majority)
* Invitation provides a “Register Now” link to a webform

From: Leora Tanjuatco Ross <leora@hlosme.arg>
Subject: You're inviled! Digital event - Dec. 9
Date; November 27, 2020 ai 8:36:22 PM PST

Reply-To: lecrai@hlesme org

As we begin the process of plucking out the newfaund grey hairs induced by this election cyele,
we frgured we all could use 2 good post-election decompression and celebrate everyone who
contributed to our campaign against exclusionary zoning in San Mateo.

©On December %th, from 5 - & pm, come join our dedicated team of volunteers, San Mateo's
elected leaders, and our varicus supperters and endorsers who have spent their time working for a
more inclusive San Mateo!

We'll hear from Mayor Joe Geothals, Councilmember Rick Bonilla, Councilwoman Amourence Lee,
and others,

Register below to let us know that you'll be attending!
Onward,

Leora

Contact Us

Heusing Leadership Council of 5an Mateo County
2905 5 EL Camine Real
San Mateo, Califernia 94403
65074721764
wfo@hlesme. or

Unsubscribe
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ATTACHMENT #2

Nov. 29, 2020

« Via the “Register Now” link, it opens the below webform, and | entered
the requested data confirming my interest to attend this event, and | use
the “Register” button to submit

€ Housing Leadership Courcil of & X @) Meeting Registration - Zoom X 4 = a X

Vdpxla-UMM a o »@

tmyP4g TR?foclid = wAR2KKSU2dmg LkhWrF34i6CimOMem rukv:

IpfuyegjctHiFuPRvLoBO 9y

c & zoomus/meeting/ra

[l open Bids, RFP G, 88 Login | Salesto wificoo @ Facebook Valet @ ECMS HomePage \f PlanetBids Vandor 2 sign in | Chargepo W HMFTA Log
Meeting Registration
Topic HLC: Fost-Flec tion Decompression
Description It's been a long election season, within a public health crisis. We figured we could all use a
good post-slection decomprassion and celsbrate everyone whe contributed to our
campaign against exclusionary 2oning in San Mateo,
Jomn cur dedicated team ot volunteers, San Mateo's elected leaders, and ourvarious
supporters and endorsers who have spent their tme working for a more inclusive San
Mateo ¢ HOUSING
EADERSHIP
=1 hes . . -l Counc i " COUNCI
We'll hear fram Mayor Jos Geothals, Councilmember Rick Bonilla, and many mars! “ LIL
Time Dec %, 2020 05:00 PM in Pacific Time (US and Canada)
First Narne: Last Name
Taso Zografos
Email Address* Confirm Email Address”

* Required informaticn

o
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ATTACHMENT #3

Nov. 29, 2020

» My registration data input is accepted, and | receive an emaill
confirmation providing me with access details for the virtual event.

» This confirms HLC'’s approval of my registration to participate.

Jection Decompression Cenfimation - Message (HTML)

file  Message Help  Acrobat Q Tell me what you want to do

B ignare @ EI E C/IE E Ek{ee[i'\g %-:rl:z‘: tasoz. —* To Manager [‘_JIIE]RUeS" g fjt 55) Lrnd A]} q

- a
Team Email ) Reply & Delete T[] ated v
O luk Delete Arcnive | Reply Reply Forward More 2 croate N : —| | Move Fonrce Mark Follow | Translate DRelted Fead = Zoom
3 lunke > o ¥ Create New 7 -

Y Al 4 ¥ Creale Ne [Bctions | Uread Up® | v  [hSdects | Aoud

Delete Respond Quick Steps fu Move g R Editing Sgesch | Zoom ~
HLC: Post-Election Decompression Confirmation

’ Repy ) RepyAl | P Fovard | v
Alex Melendrez HLC, Fe/him <no-reply@zoom.us> TRy | U e
o I Sun 11/2%2020 €32 AM

Hi Taso Zografos,

Thank you for registering for *HLC: Post-Election Decompression®

Please submit any questions to: amelendrez@hlcsme.org

Date Time: Dac 8, 2020 05:00 PM Pacific Time (JS and Canadz)

Jain from PC, Mac, Linux, i0S or Android: Click Here to Join
Passcode: 488039

MNote: This link sheuld not be shared with others: it is unique to you. H O U S | N G
Add to Calendar Add to Google Calendar Add to Yahoo Calendar L EA D E R S H | P
OriPhone one-tap C O U N C | L

US: +16699006833, 96485041745# or +13462487759, 964950417454
Qr Telephone:
Dial(for higher quality. dial a number based on your current location|:
US: +1668 900 6833 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 301 715 8582 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 929 205 6098
Meeting ID: 964 9504 1745
International numbers available: hitps:zoom usiu/aesc3KzoBh
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Dec. 2, 2020

ATTACHMENT #4

* Via the HLC website
(https://hlcsmc.salsalabs.org/hicmembershipdonation/index.html ), |

register to become a member, pay $75 as an Advocate, and receive an
email and letter confirming my membership.

R unk - =

Delote Respead

° Vivian Le <

Dear Taso,

ficial Receptand Lemer Taso Zogralos pol
-

Taka care,
Wivian

Vivian Le
Fundraising
shavhar
Housirg Leadership Gouncil of San Mateo Gounty
2905 El Camino Real

San Mateo, CA 94403

www hicsme.org

g and Events Manages
s

File Message  Help  Acrobat Q  Tell me what you want 1o do

Booe [ 5 51 &1 = Bueewnn | Deore

I~ P: ek Frind
(& a
B felated »
= Mark Follow | T
unread up~ [ select~
Quick Stups & Tag [ Edting

Thank you for your support! [Official Receipt and Letter]

I hope you and your family are safe and in good health. | want ta thank you for your recent membership and support of HLC. Your contribution helps us push forward in building housing eauity.

%
HOUSING
EADERSHIF
COUN L

December 2, 2020

Taso Zografos

Dear Taso,

¢ Housing Leadership Council of San Mat
hip contribution of $75.00 which HLEC rec

¢ and preserve
19, San Mate

membership contribul ictions and pr

homes for people across different income love| and backgrounds,
Your donal

501(c)(3)

HLC 15 fully ¢
mization

Your support is key to our success. Thank you for belng part of our team.

Smcerely.

y 7=
rr

Evelyu Stivers
Executive Director

Founing Lasdarship Counch of Ban Mates County

© Roply | 6 Replyal | > Fowad | e

Wed 12/2/2020 255 PM

| have attached a copy of your receipt and official thank you letter for your recards. Please let me know if you have any questions regarding your membership. | hope to see you at our upcoming virtual events!

Page 8| 16




Zografos 21DEC2020 Letter to the City of San Mateo; Cont.

ATTACHMENT #5

Dec. 4, 2020

» A social media public posting by and about the HLC Dec 9t Virtual
Zoom Webinar Event --- invitation to register to attend/participate

Housing Leadership Council & ,
Our digital post-election decompression event is on Wednesday, December

9th, from 5 pm - 6 pm. Unlike this poste, it's not too late to register!

@ Housing Leadership Council @

Hey #HousingTwitter, we want to show you some love. Let’s celebrate
everyone who contributed to our campaign against exclusionary zoning
in San Mateo.

Our post-election decompression event is on December 9th, from 5 pm -
6 pm.

Registration required:zoom.us/meeting/regist...
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ATTACHMENT #6

Dec. 4, 2020

| receive an email from HLC Associate Director Leora Tanjuatco Ross as
a reminder of the upcoming virtual Zoom webinar event on Dec 9t for
which | have registered to attend.

Join Our Post-Election Decompress

file  Message  Help  Acrobat Q  Tell me what you want to do

& gnore m E 8 M g E5IMeeting gﬁm': tesaz.. = To Manoger E%m“« g ﬁ;] rb LFind A,): O\

Team Emal ) Reply & Delete INTE v
Qv Dote Archie | Reply Raply Fonvard a1 L ag Y ~ | Mmove @onehote | Ui poliow r:mlar'ERca“d Read | Zoom
o Al . - Crous Nelw - [Bactons~ | Unead Up~ ~ IS Select~ | Abud
Defete Respord Ouick Staps ] Mare Tegs o diting Spasch | Zoom
Join Qur Post-Election Decompression
5 € roply 6 ReplyAr > Forward
Leora Tanjuatco Ross, Associate Director <leora@hlcsmc.org > J Roply ) Reply rwar
Ta Taso Zografos Fri 12/4/2020 &01 AM

(5) 1 there are problems with how this message is displayed cick here to view it in a web browse:

Uﬂ o
HOUSING
LEADE SHIP
COUNCI

Post Election Decompression

WHAT AN ELECTION SEASON. Join San Maleo's elected
leaders, and our dedicated volunteers to celebrate
everyone who has spent their ime working for a more

inclusive San Mateo. @
When: Wednesday, Dacember 9, 2020: 5 - 6 pm
Where: Wherever youl can plug in your computer.

We'll hear from Mayor Joe Geothals, Councilmember Rick
Bonilla, Councilmember Amourence Lee and more, Stay

tuned for an update on Measure Y!
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ATTACHMENT #7

Dec. 5, 2020

* On the HLC Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/hlcsmc )
there is a public posting about the Virtual Event highlighting the fact
that San Mateo elected leaders will be participating.

: Housing Leadership Council of... il Like © Message Q

Facebook is showing information to help you : Housing Leadership Council of San Mateo County
better understand the purpose of a Page. See . December 5 at 3:17 PM - @

actions taken by the people who manage and
post content.

Now that we've fully ** removed ** all the grey hairs brought on by
this election cycle, we're looking forward to a good post-election
P  Housing Leadership Council is decompression this coming Wednesday, December 9th, from 5 - 6 pm!

responsible for this Page. Don't miss the opportunity to join our our dedicated team of
volunteers, San Mateo's elected leaders, and our various supporters
and endorsers who have spent their time working for a more inclusive
San Mateo @ @

o Page manager location: United States

It's not too late to sign up! Let us know that you'll be attending by

Related Pages registering through the following link:
https://zoom.us/.../t)IpfuyoqjotHtFuPRvLoBO9ywvbtmjP4g7R

Non-Profit Housing Asso... d
‘ 9 i Like
Nonprofit Organization

HIP Housing (Human Inv... b Like

Social Service

: 3
- o T

N Eden Housing ik Like

Social Service

Add Your Business to Facebook
Showcase your work, create ads and connect with
customers or supporters.

Create Page
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ATTACHMENT #8

Dec. 5, 2020

« Another social media public posting about the HLC Dec 9t Virtual

Zoom Webinar Event highlighting the fact that a majority of the San
Mateo City Council — and other elected leaders will be participating.

—
9

About Discussion

Details

© County

&) Online Event

[1e.
-

Register here:

& 11 people responded

Post-Election Decompression
December 9, 5 pm - 6 pm

@ Wednesday, December 9, 2020 at 5 PM PST - 6 PM PST

Public - Hosted by Housing Leadership Council of San Mateo

https://zoom.us/.../tipfuyogjotHtFUPRVLOBO9ywvbtmjP4g7R

It's been 2 long election season, within a public health crisis. We
figured we could all use a good post-election decompression and
celebrate everyone who contributed to our campaign against
exclusionary zoning in San Mateo.

Join our dedicated team of volunteers, San Mateo's elected leaders,
and our various supporters and endorsers who have spent the last
several months campaigning for a more inclusive San Mateo.

We'll hear from San Mateo Mayor Joe Geothals, Councilmember Rick
Bonilla, Councilmember Amourence Lee, and many more!

See Less

Causes  Kid Friendly

Host

lonprofit Orga

Online

Housing policy  Volunteering

Housing Leadership Coundil of San Mateo County

y Organization
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ATTACHMENT #9

Dec. 8, 2020

* | receive an email from HLC informing me that my registration to the
virtual event has been CANCELLED, with no explanation as to why.

Your registration for meeting HLC: Post-Election Decompression has been canceled - Message (HTML

Fle Message  Help  Acrobat Q Tell me what you want to do

= 1 Pl Contartes tacar = To Manizisr - o D Find N
B ianore = M X X B veing 9 Contacts - tasoz... = To Manag M Brues ~ FD kb Prind A/ Q
n o )= % =2 & team Ems € Reply & Delet - y an _ R

eam Emay ) Reply & Delete [ oneliote = Cikelated v ,
Qi Deets Achve | Reply Reply Fonard oo 5 (e o | Mowe = Mak Follow | Trarsate Read | Zoom
S Al £ SIEARE N [BActions ¥  Unread Up v [Doselectr | Aloud
Deete Respord Quick Steps 5 Wove By 8 Edting Speech | Zoom A

Your registration for meeting HLC: Post-Election Decompression has been canceled

“ o & Reoh toriand e
° Zoom <no-reply@zoomus> Y Reply Y Reply Al ? foward
o I Tue 12/8/2020 3:45 PBA

Z00m

Hi Taso,

[ Your registration for the meeting below has been canceled l«ou will not receive any further

emails about this meeting
Topic: HLC: Post-Election Decompression

Time Dec 8, 2020 05:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

It you have any quaston, please contact the host at amelendraz@hiesme.org

Thank you for using ZOOM,
-The Zoom Team

009
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ATTACHMENT #10

6324MMMODDELEH - 2 = . 66%m
] o LN =

John Tastor » You know you grew
up in San Mateo when.....

19m + &

@~ %
ohn Tastor S
23m - Q

Some of the 70+ housing advocates and
elected officials in San Mateo gathering
tonight to “decompress” after an election
we lost by 43 votes out of over 40,000 cast.
The fight for affordable hounding
continues!

Dec. 9, 2020

» Around the time that the Virtual Event is in
process, an assumed participant John Tastor
places a post on his Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/john.tastor ) that
shows at least two (2) City Councilmembers
participating in the Dec 9" HLC Virtual Zoom
webinar event.
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ATTACHMENT #11

From: I

A Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 12:05 PM

To: 'Vivian Le' <vle@hlcsmc.org>

Subject: RE: Thank you for your support! [Official Receipt and Letter]

Vivian —thank you kindly for the confirmation email and letter of
membership on Dec 2. Asa member, | had signed up and received

confirmation to participate in the Dec 6 Post Election Decompression | s e s s s i
where HLC was featuring members of the San Mateo City ]

Council. Was disappointed to receive a “Cancellation” notice (email e
image pasted below). On the date/time start of the event, it )

appeared that | was initially allowed momentary access, but then my
access was immediately denied. | was unable to reach anyone to
assist. Can you explain why as an Advocate Member of the HLC that
my registration was cancelled and why | was denied access to
participate in this event that featured our local government 000
officials? Can you also provide me with a full list of all who were
allowed to participate and any materials and/or notes from the virtual
event? Thanks in advance and | look forward to hearing from you.
Most kindly, Taso

From: Vivian Le <vle@hlcsmc.org>

B Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 12:18 PM

To: IR

Cc: Leora Tanjuatco <lecra@hlcsmc.org>; Alex Melendrez <amelendrez@hlcsmc.org>; Ken Chan
<kchan@hlesme.org>

Subject: Re: Thank you for your support! [Official Receipt and Letter]

Good morning Taso,

Thank you for reaching out and following up on this. There may have been some technical issues with Zoom /
Outlook. I'd like to apologize for your inability to participate in the event, which was rescheduled to December 9th,
and any inconveniences.

| have cc'ed HLC's organizers who led this event and can provide you with follow-up materials from the virtual event
and answer your other questions.

Regards,

Vivian

From [

C Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 12:31 PM

To: 'Vivian Le' <vle@hlcsmc.org>

Cc: 'Leora Tanjuatco' <leora@hlcsmc.org>; 'Alex Melendrez' <amelendrez@hlesmc.org>; 'Ken Chan'
<kchan@hlcsmc.org>

Subject: RE: Thank you for your support! [Official Receipt and Letter]

Thank you Vivian for the quick response.

| understand the possibility of technical issues, but | made several attempts to sign-on. What is more
troubling to me is that as a HLC Advocate member whose registration was accepted and confirmed, that
my invite-access was “cancelled”.

Can someone explain to me why was excluded? What remedy options can you provide me to also hear
and understand the perspectives of the elected officials who participated in the Dec 9 virtual event?

| care deeply about affordable housing that is inclusive for all.

Thanks kindly,

Taso
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January 13, 2021
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City of San Mateo

330 West 20" Street, San Mateo CA 94403

ATTN: City Clerk, Ms. Patrice Olds, polds@cityofsanmateo.org, 650-522-7042
Deputy City Clerk. Ms. Joan Diskin; jdiskin@cityofsanmateo.org

Taso Zografos, G
O

City Attorney, Mr. Shawn Mason, smason@cityofsanmateo.org, 650-522-7020

Request to be Afforded 15-Min. to Speak & Present at a Planned 19JAN20201 City Council
Meeting Under Agenda Item Pertaining to My 22DEC2020 Letter of Concern of Presumed-
Perceived Violation of Brown Act

This letter is to formally request for 15-min speaker-presenter time at a planned 19JAN2021 City Council
Meeting if it includes an agenda item pertaining to my 22DEC2020 submitted letter of concern of
presumed-perceived violation of the Brown Act.

Please advise if this request is approved so that | may have ample time to prepare my presentation.

Feel free to call me direct at any time if you have further questions. My direct cell number is | N
I and email address is G

Respectfully,

e

Taso Zografos
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